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JAIL MAIL: NELSON MANDELA DAY 

An Analysis of Prison Statistics India 2016 
 

 

Dear Friends,  

Greetings from CHRI! 

Today marks the 101st birth anniversary of former South African President Nelson Mandela, 

which is celebrated as the International Nelson Mandela Day. Nelson Mandela devoted his life 

to the service of humanity as a human rights lawyer, a prisoner of conscience, an international 

peacemaker and the first democratically elected president of a free South Africa. He spent 27 

years in prison during his struggle for global human rights, equality, democracy and the 

promotion of a culture of peace.  

In 2015, the United Nations General Assembly decided to extend the scope of the International 

Nelson Mandela Day to be also utilised in order to promote humane prison conditions of 

imprisonment, to raise awareness about prisoners being a continuous part of society and to 

value the work of prison staff as a social service of particular importance. This coincided with 

the exercise to revise and update the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules (SMR) for the 

Treatment of Prisoners in 2015. In recognition of Mandela’s major support to the revision 

process and to honor his legacy, the rules were named Mandela Rules.  

Rule 10 of these rules, emphasises on the generation of reliable data about trends relating to 

and characteristics of the prison population, including occupancy rates, in order to create a 

basis for evidence-based decision-making.  

The Prison Statistics India report, which is collated and published by the Government of 

India’s National Crimes Record Bureau (NCRB), is the only national source of data on prisons. 

There is also the National Prison Information Portal (www.eprisons.nic.in) which publishes 

some basic real-time information such as total number of prisoners, number of admissions, 

number of visits, etc. Additionally, some states proactively disclose further information on 

prisons on their websites, although most of these are rarely updated.  

Some more data on Indian prisons can also be accessed via CHRI’s ‘Indian Prison Data Map’ 

which graphically indexes for each state basic information on key criminal justice institutions, 

http://www.eprisons.nic.in/
http://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/indianstates/india-state-map


the Board of Visitors, Under Trial Review Committees, Legal Aid Services for Persons in 

Custody and Foreign National Prisoners in each state.  

In April this year, the NCRB released its Prison Statistics India 2016, which contained relevant 

statistics and analysis on Indian prisons for the year 2016. This publication is marked by a 

number of additions to the content as well as by the absence of caste-segregated prison 

demographics. A useful addition has been the section on ‘methodology’, which clarifies the 

process through which the data is collated and compiled by the bureau; some other useful 

additions are the inclusion of 6-year trends in some chapters, the revision of data proformas 

for deaths in prisons, the inclusion of inflow data on prisons, the status of undertrial prisoners 

under section 436A CrPC, state-wise data on the number of NGOs working for welfare of 

prisoners, and data on construction and renovations of prisons, etc.  

As of 2016, there were 4,33,003 prisoners confined across 1,412 prisons in India. The 

occupancy rate of prisons was 113.7% -- having come down from 114.4% in 2015. CHRI’s 

analysis of the prison statistics on 10 key aspects – proportion of undertrial prisoners, period 

of detention of undertrial prisoners, deaths inside prisons, prisoners by type of offence, 

educational qualification of prisoners, prison officials and staff, women prisoners, prison 

inspections, expenditure on a prisoner per day and foreign national prisoners – is attached 

with this newsletter.  

What you can do 

1. Individuals and organisations working on prisons may, 

a. access the data on prisons in their state and conduct trend analysis on key 

aspects to produce evidence-based research, and/or  

b. write to appropriate authorities to bring to their notice any disturbing trends 

or data that warrants immediate action such as vacancies in staff, occupancy 

rates, custodial deaths etc.  

 

2. Prison administrators may,  

a. ensure that a standardised prisoner file management system is maintained in 

their prison/s, which would guarantee accuracy of national prison statistics, 

and 

b. make efforts to proactively disclose data on their websites, preferably every 

quarter.  

You can also write to us at chriprisonsprog@gmail.com with comments and suggestions. 

Please send us an email if you wish to unsubscribe from these updates. 

With best regards, 

Madhurima Dhanuka 

Programme Head, Prison Reforms Programme 

Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative 

3rd floor, 55A, Siddhartha Chambers I, Kalu Sarai, New Delhi-110016 

Tel: +91-11-4318 0200, 9331127001, 9748927001 

 

 

http://ncrb.gov.in/StatPublications/PSI/Prison2016/PrisonStat2016.htm
mailto:chriprisonsprog@gmail.com


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 

 

 

About Jail Mail  

  

Jail Mail is a regular series of Prison Reform Updates from CHRI for readers interested in the rights of 

prisoners and the reform of prisons as a matter of public concern. The engagement of civil society in the 

management and monitoring of prisons and the rights of prisoners is vital to the transparency of this 

traditionally closed institution and to ensure the practical realisation of the rights of those behind bars. Jail 

Mail invites discussion between civil society members and those entrusted to oversee and manage 

prisons. 

 

Evidence-based research and watch reports of CHRI’s Prison Reforms Programme, interviews with critical 

stakeholders, topical issues and developments concerning the liberty of prisoners, and health of prisons in 

India and around the world will form the sources of Jail Mail. Its periodicity will depend on the urgency of 

issues and the interest they generate. 

 

About CHRI and the Prison Reforms Programme 

 

The Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) is an independent, non-profit, non-partisan, 

international non-governmental organisation, mandated to ensure the practical realisation of human rights 

in the countries of the Commonwealth. In 1987, several Commonwealth professional associations founded 

CHRI, with the conviction that there was little focus on the issues of human rights within the 

Commonwealth although the organisation provided member countries a shared set of values and legal 

principles from which to work. 

 

The Prison Reforms Programme of CHRI is more than 15 years old. The programme focuses on improving 

prison monitoring through the strengthening of undertrial review mechanisms and prison visiting system 

nationally, and ensuring early safeguards against unnecessary pre-trial detentions, specifically in 

Rajasthan and West Bengal. The programme also advocates for timely repatriation of foreign national 

prisoners and immediate release of asylum seekers. Evidence-based research, advocacy, capacity-

building of actors of the criminal justice system including prison officials, welfare and probation officers, 

criminal defense lawyers, magistrates, legal aid functionaries and civil society actors are the regular 

activities of the programme 

 

 

 

Mailing address is: 

Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative 

Prison Reforms Programme 

55A, Third Floor, Siddharth Chambers-1 

Kalu Sarai, New Delhi 110016 

India 

Tel: +91 11 43180200 

Fax: +91 11 43180217 

chriprisonsprog@gmail.com 
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